
Indoor Lecture Programme 2022/23

Oct 6 Jim Bliss Conservation on The Lowther Estate

A replacement speaker at the last minute, Jim will talk 
about the excellent work being undertaken at Lowther, 
including the trial of introduction of wild Beavers.  An 
excellent precursor to the planned visit to the estate next 
year.

Oct 20 Chris Winnick Butterflies of Cumbria

Chris is the Cumbria Chair of Butterfly Conservation. His 
presentation will focus on the work of Butterfly 
Conservation and the species to be found in Cumbria.

Nov 3 Holly Stainton Dynamic Dunescapes

Holly is the Engagement Officer with Dynamic Dunescapes, 
a National Partnership Project working to rejuvenate sand 
dunes for wildlife, people and communities. Join us for a 
talk exploring the fascinating wildlife on our Cumbrian sand 
dune systems and the ongoing conservation efforts.

Nov 17 Suzie Collinson & Natterjack toads and slow worm 
Ashleigh Toomey Conservation in Cumbria

Suzie and Ashleigh work with Cumbria Amphibian and 
Reptile Group. They will talk about their research into 
Natterjack toads and slow worm conservation in the area.

Dec 1 Mike Abbs An introduction to Dragonflies



Mike is a volunteer with The Dragonfly Society and will give 
an insight into the species found in Cumbria and over the 
border in Scotland.  He will also cover species sighted 
around Keswick, which members can look out for in the 
future.

Jan 5 Clair Payne Working towards a resilient    
                                                  Glenderamackin

Clair is currently working on a 3-year project focusing on
The Glenderamackin River. This has included working with
farmers and landowners across the catchment area to
provide information on how to ‘slow the flow’ and help
alleviate flooding in the valley.

         
Jan 19 Lee Schofield Fighting for nature on a Lake District 

Hill Farm 

Following a KNHS outing to Swindale Valley, Lee has kindly 
agreed to talk to us about the work carried out and the 
progress being made to rewild the area. Lee has recently 
published a book on his work which is well worth a read.     
                          

Feb 2 Mark Tilzey The change in the ecology of Dubwath
Silver Meadows

Mark is an Ecologist at Coventry University, however his
home is in Cumbria. Mark conducted the original Ecological
Survey of Dubwath Silver Meadows in 2009, he is now
back in the area and is currently re-surveying the reserve to
document the changes over the past 13 years.

Feb 16 Stuart Sharp The ecology and conservation of river
birds.

Stuart is an animal Ecologist based at Lancaster University.
His current research focuses on the impact of environment
quality and change on the ecology, life history and
behaviour of dippers and other river birds.  

  
Mar 2 AGM – Following the AGM on 2nd March 2023 there will be 

a presentation by Nicki Baker. Nicki will talk about the 
conservation of Swifts in the Keswick area.  The Keswick 
Swift Group is looking to install boxes within the area to 
encourage the nesting of these fantastic birds. 



All meetings are held in The Crosthwaite Parish Room, Keswick on
a Thursday evening, commencing at 7.30 pm. Non-members 
welcome.


